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�� Sohail (5) is unmanageable in his Sunday children’s group.  He cannot concentrate, even for 
limited periods.  He disrupts the group by running about, by pulling children’s hair or knocking 
their crayons onto the floor.  Sometimes he destroys other children’s work.  If a leader tries to 
comfort him, or tries to move him back to his seat, he struggles wildly like a trapped bird. 

 
��� Marva (7) has recently started to steal.  She has twice stolen from the children’s collection.  At 

Brownies, she has taken another child’s bag.  She has also become very spiteful in her behaviour 
to other children and is clingy towards the youth leader.  She used to be a friendly, open child.�

�
��� Jazz (14) has started limping badly, but refuses to say what’s wrong, dismissing it as nothing.  She doesn’t 

appear to have any friends of her own age and spends many hours at different neighbours’ homes, now 
she’s started missing days off school.  One day one of the neighbours sees her with a penknife and it 
becomes clear Jazz has been self-harming.�
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��� � Jason is 6.  He is delivered to his Sunday group by a very 
� � overbearing father.  He sits at the edge of the class and 
        watches the leader fixedly.  He never speaks to or plays 
        with other children.  He is poorly dressed, smells of urine 
               and is alarmingly pale and thin.  He cannot concentrate on 
              the class, and looks terrified if spoken to by the leaders.  If 
              touched by an adult, he flinches.	
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���� 	 The youth leader notices that Tracey (10) 
�� has a very red mark on her leg.  When viewed 
   closely, it is clearly a slap mark showing the 
   shape of a hand.  Tracey says she does not 
   know how the mark got there.  Two weeks 
   later, the youth leader sees some small  
  circular marks, which appear to be cigarette 
   burns, on Tracey’s arm.  When asked about 
   them, Tracey says that she and her younger 
   sister were playing with some matches, and 
   that their mother punished them.  The female 
   youth leader takes an opportunity to notice 
   Tracey when she is changing into sports 
   gear.  There are old bruises on her back. 
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�� � � � � � � � ����  Nafiza (3) attends the parent and 
�� � � � � � � � � toddler club.  She spends a lot of 
           time in the playhouse with little 
          boys, and has been found several 
          times without her pants, pretending 
          sexual intercourse.  She is generally 
          unable to concentrate on activities,  
          and runs wildly about, or sits in a 
          corner sucking her thumb until her  
          face is sore.	
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1 Working Together to Safeguard Children 1999 section 5.6 
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2 What to do if you’re worried a child is being abused” 2003 Appendix 3, section 10 and 11 
3 This, and other issues relating to confidentiality, are given detailed consideration by the Legal Advisory Commission in its 
opinion entitled “The Clergy and Confidentiality” (May 2002), to be published in the forthcoming edition of Legal Opinions 
concerning the Church of England.       
4 Data Protection Act 1998, Section 29 
5 Data Protection Act 1998, Section 35 
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6 The judgement of the House of Lords in Parochial Church council of Aston Cantlow and Wilmcote with Billesley, Warwickshire 

v Wallbank and another delivered on 26th June 2003 


